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the land is held in common by the entire village, and
is divided up from time to time, the drone and the
drunkard have the same right as the diligent labourer
who does not spend his time in the public-house. This
common ownership must cease. Those, however, who
desire to bring about revolution and to set the peasantry
against the Emperor fight tooth and nail for the reten-
tion of this communism, as if it were a palladium. It is
said to be a genuinely national and primitive Eussian
institution. In doing so, however, the gentlemen
manifest gross ignorance. The common ownership of
the land was formerly a traditional custom here, except
in a few districts, as, for instance, in parts of West-
phalia up to the Stein-Hardenberg legislation. A similar
custom prevailed in France up to the First Revolution.
The Russians, however, have probably received it from
us, from the Germanic Rurik, as they afterwards received
other European institutions."

At this juncture von Botticher, the Minister, was
announced; and the Prince took leave of me with the
words, " I must break off here, as I cannot keep him
waiting, Auf Wiedersehen. But be very careful in
dealing with Tunis." I had been with him over half an
hour.

The Chancellor's suggestions with respect to the
Tunisian question and Russia were incorporated in the
articles on those subjects. The communication he made
to me at the interview on the 4th of May was embodied,
for the most part literally, in an article entitled e' Prince
Bismarck and Berlin," in No. 20 of the Gfrenzboten, of
which I sent him a copy after publication. I enclosed
at the same time an extract from a leading article of
the Daily Telegraph eulogising the recently deceased
Count Harry Arnim, and asserting am$ng other things
that in 1870, when he was envoy to the Curia? he had